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Western Ghat mountains which form the backbone of that
region. Any one who tries "rerum cognoscere causas" will
perceive that it was the existence of these mountains which
enabled the Mahrattas to overthrow the Mogul empire. The
lairs retreats and strongholds, in this mountain range, sustained
Mahratta resistance, and baffled the armaments of the Afghan
horse or the artillery of the Great Mogul. With the history
book in my hand, I used to scan the old fortress lifting its head
among the surrounding peaks, clamber up its steep sides, mount
the jagged and broken steps to the postern, admire the trap-
rock precipices and the ledges on giddy heights, mark the
defences skilfully constructed for the warfare of that age, note
the glories of the landscape prospect, and observe how com-
pletely the position would command the valleys lying far
below or the passes by which we had come. Thus the political
events which had occurred in this scene, and the combinations
arising from them, became intelligible with a clearness which
reading alone could never afford. Such fortresses were not few
in number, but were dotted at brief intervals along the range
for 400 miles, and made up a military line which the Muham-
madans never succeeded in effectually breaking or in permanently
wresting from the Mahratta^ The case is different now, for
the British Government J^spierced the heretofore inaccessible
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range by many well-engineered lines of road with zigzags and
gradients, by which not only the wheeled traffic of commerce
but also troops, guns and munitions can pass. Again, the
mountains have already been crossed by two lines of railway,
and will yet be crossed by a third. Thus the range has been
deprived of its old resources for sustaining rebellious resistance
on a large scale. But it is still capable of assisting mischief of
a lesser sort, and the G-overnment should ever strive to develop
communications across it, remembering that every roadway
opened in this region adds to our political strength.

The marching along the hills afforded ample opportunity of
studying the forests. Additional measures for preserving them
were being adopted under the recently enacted Forest Act, with
the zealous supervision of Mr. A. Shuttleworth the Conservator.